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Track recordmg

Elkins native writes music for PBS series
about train travel, cooking and cultures

|

The program will be broadcast at 7 p.m.
Friday and June 9, 16 and 23 on WVPTV
channel 9, and at 3 a.m. on those same
days on channel 10.

LEFT: Elkins native Rant;y Armstrong pfl:ys
r

several on the
the PBS series “Dinner on the Diner.”

BELOW: South Africa’s Union Limited trav-
els across Kyman’s river crossing during
the first episode of “Dinner on the Diner.”
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as well-known chefs travel in a
particular area and are inspired
to make a compatible dish.

Music by the multi-instrumen-
talist Armstrong will set the tone,
with flamenco-themed fare in
Spain, bagpipes in Scotland, and
acoustic guitar throughout.

“I think it's a dynanule com-
bination,” he said. “It's got a lit-
tle bt of everything. If you're not
50 much into trains, there's al-
ways the food.”

Armstrong’s compositions can
be heard throughout, as a train
carrying chef Martin Yan rolls
through Singapore and Bangkok
while he makes risotto w1th
seafood. Chef Mary Ann
ito gives bullfighting a try in
Ronda, Spain, before creating
sea bass and salmon baked in
salt. Dorinda Hafner attempts to
ride an elephant in South Africa;
while Graham Kerr whips up
prime fillet with Yorkshire pud-
ding crepes aboard the Royal

tsman.

“It was not just about what
took place on the train or just
about the food, but also the cul-
tural explomuon, Armstrong
said. “Graham Kerr — the Gal-
loping Gourmet — when you go
back to your family roots, as he
does when he goes to the Kerr
family castle, that’s a pretty pow-
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The “Diner” gig came to Arm-
strong through a bit of serendip-
ity. Producer/director Jonathan
evision viewers will be  Guilbert attended a performance

By MaryWade Burnside
marywade@wvgazette.com

by the time he saw the 1969
moon landing and the photo-
graphs of Earth taken by Apol-
lo astronauts, an event he says
inspired him to pursue his line of
work, he had moved beyond
those visits.

-Still, West Virginia influenced
hn-n t deal, said Amstrong
f phone call from the side

of-a road in Nottingham, N.H.

a state he adopted because the
hills reminded him of home.
That includes Elkins where he
was born and where his father,
Gerald, still lives, and where he
visited grandparents in the near-
by small Randolph County towns
of Mill Creek and Adolph.

“I think of my earliest re-
membenng of hslemng to music
n Virginia, with my uncles
playing bluegrass mandolin and
listening to the country music my
parents were playing on the
stereo,” said Armstrong, who

up primarily in the Colum-
area with his mother after his
parents divorced.

Armstrong has spent the past
30 years as a member of various

and bands, ii

Do'ah, Unu Mondo, the Arm-
strong-Nahrmann Group and
Amsu'ong ¢ Aichele.

more than 200 instruments from
around the world. He teaches
sitar and tabla (an Indian

able to hear Armstrong’s latest by one of Armstrong’s groups in
E:;J;:t, a solo endeavor that al- New hire. stringed instrument and )
hlmtommurer.hehi]lsof “He loved the music I respectively) and West African
dmmmmg at Phillips Exeter

was domg — a fusion of mlmr-
al musics lemy. He found one of his
favonte mstmment stores in

AM@E% s back in the
wasloukmg for a comp %‘

he lhought of me and gave me state 81 and we literally saw the
sign on the doo&and flipped out,”

" said: “He:had hun-

dreds of instruments, 1 spent

about all of the money I made
on that tour ﬂle:e

_memory.
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The show, which will air 7 pm.
Friday, June 8, 16 and 23 on the
West aPublic

mbledrannelQ,andataamon
those same days on the broad-
casxchanndlo will combine ge-
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